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MIGREVAL 

Résumé analytique – CANTU Efrain 

 

Interviewée : CANTU Efrain 

Interviewer : SCHULTE Michael 

Date de l’entretien : 22 septembre 2016 

Lieu : Allemagne 

 

Efrain Cantu is a 92 years old Spaniard who lives in Frankfurt, Germany since 1953. During 

the interview are also present his wife, 82 years old, and his daughter 57 years old. The 

interviewer is a friend of the family and so the atmosphere is very relaxed. At the request of 

the interviewee there is no audio recording of the Interview. The interview is documented in 

written mode. The topics are Efrain ́s Childhood during the civil war in Spain, his way to 

Germany and his social life. The civil war is treated very shortly. He has had bad experiences. 

As a child he has been in prison and obviously he doesn't like to remember this time very 

much. Then he tells about his economic situation. His father wasn't a real agriculturist. His 

grandmother bought land where they did some agriculture, but his father was mainly 

dedicated on international fruit business, selling oranges, lemons, garlic from the region in 

Spain where they lived, to France. Efrain and his brother helped their father. His brother was 

lucky to get a permission to stay in France. But he didn't get a permit, so he decided to go to 

Germany. He was very lucky to meet somebody in the business who helped him to start 

business. The first years were rather difficult. It was very cold all over Europe. The river Main 

was frozen and in Spain the orange trees were badly damaged by the cold, a not only the 

flowers of one year but also the the twigs of the next two years were so much damaged that 

there was very bad harvest. But the next year, 1956-57, was the first good one and Efrain 

started a successful business which continued until 1987. Then the structure of the fruit 

wholesale business changed.His daughter brought conversation openers alot and 

contexualisedwhat happened in Spain meanwhile. The family owned quite an extension of  

land near  the  beach  and  they  opened camping grounds on the property which was to 

become the centre of the tourist development, the motor of the village progress. But Efrain 

insists that it was not really a business but it was way to give some income to members of the 
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family who didn't have anything else. So at least one of his brothers made his living by the 

camping ground. For the rest of the family the camping ground was the centre of life during 

the summertime. Tourists from northern Europe used to come year after year, the same tourist 

families from Europe, and Efrain ́s big family from Germany and Spain. The children played 

together, did much of the work in the camping lot and had a lot of fun up to their teenage 

time. The family obviously nowadays has spread over several countries but conserves its 

solidarity. Efrain is one of he rather exceptional people who didn't come by government  

treaties or something like that, but he came by his own motivation and his own decision 

bringing also a dynamic personality and vision. 


