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Baba Bakari – Overview of the interview 

Strasbourg, 7th of March 2017, 45 minutes. Interviewer: Anja Bartel.  

Context of the interview 

Anja got in touch with Baba through a social assistant, who had been working in the accommodation 

for asylum seekers, where Baba stayed for a while. The three of them met in a café in Strasbourg, 

where the social assistant introduced Baba to Anja. Baba was very happy to meet again the social 

assistant, who was curious about what had happened to Baba since he left the accommodation. After 

the introduction of Anja’s research project to Baba, the interview started directly.  

Short biography 

Baba was born in 1984 in Chad and is 33 years old in 2017. He got his « bac » in 2005 and tried the 

concours to enter the “Ecole nationale d’administration et de magistrature”. During the waiting time, 

he studied maths, physics and informatics, even though he would have preferred to study pharmacy, 

as his family owned a pharmacy. His older brother was in the army, deserted and joint the rebellion 

against the regime in the context of the battle of N’Djamena in 2008. This forced Baba to leave the 

country after two years at university. He fled to Libya, where he got false papers to work and managed 

to get – amongst other jobs – a post as an interpreter (Arabic/French) in a French society, which lays 

fibre-optic cables. Because of the instable political situation in 2011, Baba had to leave Libya and fled 

to France, where he finally arrived at Strasbourg.  

After being stopped by the police and having asked for asylum, for a period of seven months, he daily 

tried to find a place to sleep via the 115, sometimes without any success. He finally got a place in an 

accommodation for asylum seekers in the summer of 2012 and passed his interview at OFPRA in 

October of the same year. At the end of January 2013, Baba got the refugee status and, thanks to the 

help of his social assistant, got a place in a centre for refugees in December 2014. He started to get 

several smaller jobs in the restaurant sector and, after an educational training, further jobs in the 

security sector – but without any stable employment contract. After a relationship with a young 

woman, Baba became a father in June 2015. He has the sole custody of the child and educates his little 

daughter in Arabic and France. Baba’s family fled to Cameroun. He regularly sends them some money.  

Most important themes evoked in the interview 

One of the biggest parts of the interview is when Baba talks about the circumstances of his flight. He 

explains in detail, how his brother’s activities at the Chadian army forced him to leave the country and 

via which routes he managed to escape. He also explains exactly, how he managed to find different 

jobs in Libya and how he finally got to France. Once arrived in Strasbourg, one of the episodes he 

describes intensively, is his arrest by the police, which really seems to have left its marks. Other 
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important subjects evoked afterwards are his housing problems and his asylum procedure. He also 

explains in detail his struggles with the French labour marked, how he finally managed to get access to 

the educational training in the security sector – which was not easy for him at all, and how one small 

job without any stable contract follows the next one. Baba skips nearly completely his relationship with 

the mother of his daughter. He evokes only at several times how demanding it was to be alone to take 

care of his child.  

Public policies experienced 

Once arrived in France, Baba experienced the French housing politics towards asylum seekers and 

refugees on several stages. During a period of seven months, his only possibility to find a shelter was 

to call the urgency number 115, until he was housed in an accommodation for asylum seekers. As he 

got his refugee status and after several unsuccessful demands for social housing, he got a place in an 

accommodation for refugees.  

Baba also experienced the employment policies of Pôle Emploi, especially, as he struggled to get access 

to an educational training in the security sector during the time he was a recipient of unemployment 

benefit.  

  


